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SECRETARIES NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2025

뜳뜬뜭뜮뜯뜰뜴뜱뜲 Ashford Railway Club – Quarterly Newsletter

Autumn/Winter Edition
By Stuart Fraser, Club Secretary

꼩꼪꼫꼭꼬 In Memory of Cath Owen

We begin with the incredibly sad news of the
passing of Cath Owen.
Cath was a cornerstone of the club’s
day-to-day running for over 25 years.

Even as her illness took hold, she remained
an active member of the Management
Committee and continued supporting Sam
with weekly duties.

We’re sure all members will join us in sending
our sincere condolences to Gary, Sam,
and Jaden during this difficult time.
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苭苮苯苰英苲 Reflections on Summer & Looking Ahead
As the nights draw in and the leaves begin to fall, it’s time to reflect on our
summer and share what’s coming up this autumn and winter.

뭅뭃뭄뭆 Committee Update

The committee continues to meet monthly, working diligently behind the
scenes to keep the club running smoothly for members and guests

I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to the entire
Management Committee and to Heather, who have stepped in to help
cover shifts and keep the club running while Sam and Gary take some time
out.

The committee members and Heather have generously given up their own
time—often at short notice—to support the club.

Thanks also to Lucy Blandford, who has kindly stepped into the role of
Club Steward during Sam’s absence.

葿蒀蒁蒂蒃蒆蒇蒈蒄蒉蒅蒊蒋蒌 Bar Price Adjustment

There has been no increase in bar prices since the last newsletter.
However, we’re keeping a close eye on the Autumn Budget from Rachel
Reeves, which may impact our costs.

蒍蒙蒎蒏蒐蒑蒚蒒蒛蒜蒝蒓蒞蒟蒠蒔蒡蒕蒖蒗蒘蒢蒣 Refreshments & Bar Update

 Courage Bitter was
discontinued over the
summer and replaced with
Thwaites Bitter, which
has been well received.

 In the function room, we
trialled selling shots, and
Tequila Rose has proven
especially popular.

 New snacks added: Scampi Fries and Steak Peanuts – both are
flying off the shelves!
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虡虢虠 Free Pool Sundays

With darker evenings upon us, Free Pool is
now every Sunday and all day.

We’re also starting Killer Pool sessions the
first session will be on Sunday 2nd November
– come give it a go!

腙腚腛腜腝腞腟腠腡 Crib League – New Players Wanted

We’re looking for more members to join our
Monday Crib League.
Interested in learning or playing? Speak to
Club President Brian Saxon, who’s at the
club every Monday evening with the crib
teams.

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Junior Darts Academy – Volunteers Needed
Sadly, Mick and Jackie Apps are unable to continue running the
academy. If anyone is interested in taking it on, it would be greatly
appreciated. Jackie is happy to advise and support the transition.

Please contact info@ashfordrailwayclub.co.uk if you’d be interested in
helping run the darts academy.

mailto:info@ashfordrailwayclub.co.uk


Ashford Railway Club Quarterly Newsletter,

Ashford Railway Club Stuart Fraser
October 2025 Page 4 of 8 Club Secretary

蔿蕀蕁蕂蕃蕄蕇蕈蕉蕊蕅蕆蕋 Sports, Social & Fundraising Events

Our Sports & Social Secretaries, Charlotte and Yannika, are working
hard to keep the club lively and fun: Upcoming events.
• 虶虷虸 Disco Bingo – A first-time event combining party classics with

prize bingo. Expect singing, dancing, and laughter!
• 腙腚腛腜腝腞腟腠腡 Hoy Bingo – 29th November in the Lounge Bar.
• 蘃蘁蘂 Christmas Karaoke – 13th December in the Lounge Bar. Festive

tunes guaranteed!
• 蓓蓔蓖蓗蓘蓙蓚蓛蓕 Kids Christmas Party – 14th December in the Dance Hall. Watch

for posters to sign up.
• Family Christmas Quiz – 20th December in the Lounge Bar. A

festive evening of fun for all ages!
• 藆藄藅 Christmas Eve Singer – Live music in the Lounge Bar to

celebrate the season.
• ꣩꣱꣰꣯꣮꣭꣬꣫꣪ꣲꣳꣴꣵꣶꣷ꣸꣹꣺ꣻ꣼ꣽꣾ Boxing Day Disco – 26th December, 12:00–16:00 in the Dance

Hall.
• 蔐蔞蔟蔠蔡蔢蔣蔤蔥蔑蔒蔓蔔蔕蔖蔗蔘蔙蔚蔛蔦蔜蔧蔝 New Year’s Eve Disco – Tickets go on sale 1st December. These

typically sell out early, so don’t miss out!

럛럜럝럞럟럡럢럠 Parking Update

The ANPR cameras are now fully operational to control
unauthorised parking.

Please enter your car registration when visiting the club.

You can also use the QR codes on the table talkers.

If you have a permit, renew it at the bar and display it
clearly in your windscreen.

Note: Staff and committee members cannot assist with
fines resulting from failure to register your vehicle.

The system will be issuing fines to unvalidated cars parked from 3rd

November.
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�� Memberships

 Memberships for 2025 are now closed. We welcomed 65 new
members this year!

 Renewals open 1st December and must be completed by 31st
January 2026. A £5 surcharge will be applied to each card for
renewals submitted after the deadline.

 This year, members will receive a plastic membership card offering
a better bar tariff than non-members.

 Due to rising costs, subscriptions will increase to:
o £25 for a single membership
o £40 for a couple

(This is the first increase in over 5 years – less than 50p per month.)

 New membership applications will be accepted from 1st February
2026.

蓓蓔蓖蓗蓘蓙蓚蓛蓕 Christmas Decorations – Help from Mr Christmas!

And finally, our very own Mr Christmas – Adam Samson – will be taking
charge of making the club look festive this year.

If you have any unwanted Christmas decorations that you’d be happy to
donate, please bring them to the club before 15th November.
That’s when Adam and his elves will begin transforming the club into a
winter wonderland!
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